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Rules of the game



Subgroups

• The Bachelor-of-Medicine degree
? objectives and content
? possible competencies, job market

• The Master-of-Medicine degree
? possible tracks and contents
? international mobility

• Implementation of the two-cycle model
? conditions for implementation
? international acceptance of degrees



Bachelor of medicine degree /1

General academic skills
according to Dublin descriptors, e.g.
handling of information, interpretation of 
data, language, .....

Basic clinical skills, communication skills

Content??



Clinical 
training

theoretical

foundation

little guidance;
much 

responsibility

much 
guidance;

little 
responsibility

Example: Dutch curricula, developing from H to Z structure

J ten Cate



Bachelor of medicine degree /2

Bachelor



Master-of-Medicine degree /1

Common trunk followed by
different Master – programs: f.i. MD, 
Public health, „Media“, Law, ….

a comprehensive Master program with
internal differentiation (obligations, majors) 



Master-of-Medicine degree /2

Mobility:

Research

Language barriers ?
Cooperation networks



Implementation of the two-cycle
system /1

• State: Legal framework, resources
• Faculty:

student involvement
time, motivation, enthusiasm, competence, 
expertise
change process



Implementation of the two-cycle
system /2

Will international agreement on content
and objectives be needed or can
acceptance of (bachelor and master) 
degrees be achieved in other ways?

Transferibility - e.g. Malaysia, Oxford, 
Cambridge, …..



Bologna Model Switzerland / Zürich
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Electives

1	'	 2	

�	
1	0	

2	

�	

1	3	

2	

�	
1	4	

2	

�	
1	5	

2	

��
����
�����

��
�������
�

������������������
�
����������
�
����

������������������������� 
��������
���������!�

"���������#��
���� ������$����
�%�
�
�$����
��%�������&����������

���'���
���
	

	

	
	

	
	

���
�
�������
�
�����

�
(����
�$��������� �����
  ������

�
��
��
�����

)�#������&����
�
���
���$��&�

��
�
����*�
���
���$&�
+
����&�� ����
�
���

,�&��
���&�
,�#�
��+�����%�"���$������

,�
��

+��������-��.�
*��
��%�/�0�

,���
��
'�������
(���������&�
��
'
�����

�	
1	�	

2	

1� �����
����������.��%�

����
���$��������2������$&2������
����$����
���2��
����&�� ����
�
��	
	

	

	

Ch Schirlo



Not to ������
���������������� �������	�
������
 ���������	����

������������
 �������
���	�����	
���
�

�	����������
���������������������������������

	�
������
 ���������	���������������������������

� ��
���������������� ������������� �	�������

� ������������������

The Bachelor and Master Structure in Medicine, 
IFMSA/EMSA, Amsterdam 2007

L Jensen



Holland in short

• Not afraid of changes
• No wolves
• Many bi-cycles
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The Dutch bi-cycle model
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Bi-cycle model


